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Beware of Reoccurring Phone Scam

The Fresno County Sheriff’s Office wants to make the public aware of a past

scam that has recently resurfaced. Citizens have filed reports stating that a

person made a phone call to them and identified himself as a deputy with the
Fresno County Sheriff’s Office.

In these documented cases, the scammer claims he is a member of the Sheriff’s
Office and goes so far as to state a fictitious name and badge number. He tells
the person they had an active warrant for a failure to appear in court / jury duty.
The man orders his target to pay a certain amount of money in fines to avoid
being arrested and taken to jail. The suspect requests the person meet them at
different locations, such as a grocery store, in order to pay the fine.

Fortunately the scam artists in these cases was not able to take advantage of
their target, but they will likely try this con again on someone else. The Fresno
County Sheriff’s Office wants to make it clear to the public that it never makes
solicitations for money or asks for the payment of fines over the phone.

If you receive a similar call, do not give in to the caller’s demands. Please
document any information, such as the caller’s name or phone number, and
report it to the law enforcement agency overseeing your jurisdiction.
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